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ordered a public funeral, the body was uncovered; and
carried openly through Rome. Every one might see it;
and, had the Orsini faction discovered any signs which
pointed to an unnatural death they surely would have pro-
claimed their suspicions. The interment on the day after
death was, and is, the wholesome Roman custom. The hour,
after sunset-, was, and is, the hour of burial.
It has been said by modern idealists that the Lord Alex-
ander P.P. VI envenomed Cardinal Orsini in order to
inherit his riches. The idea is absurd and ridiculous; for
the Orsini would have been the heirs of their dead kins-
man. In fact they were. The imputation discredits itself by
reason of the gross ignorance on which it is based. It is
alleged that the Pope is the heir-at-law of cardinals. He
is. But He was not, in the reign of the Lord Alexander
P.P. VI. It was the Lord Julius P.P. II (1503-1513) who
cupidinously issued the Bull which names the Roman Pon-
tiff heir-at-law of all cardinals, and of all clergy dying in
Rome; and this Pope (as Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere)
was no friend to Borgia. And this fact ought to dispose of
all allegations of cupidinal motive in this, as in other
cases.
The Lord Alexander P.P. VI had the Orsini at His
mercy. Duke Cesare had executed two chiefs of that
House. The Cardinal was secure in the impregnable Mola
of Hadrian. If the Pope's Holiness had wished to rid
Himself of this one He was quite strong enough to do so,
without resort to venom, by a regular execution, in public,
or in private if preferred, and so defy the odium which
inevitably attends the exhibition of venom. But that He
had no intention of visiting His prisoners with death, or
with anything more than incarceration to keep them out of
mischief, may be seen from the fact that a few months
later (August 1503) Archbishop Alviano of Florence was
released alive and well from the Mola of Hadrian.
As there appears to have been no motive and no neces-